
Report of Immediate Past Chair 
 
 
Many of last year’s numerous activities have continued into this year.  CHAS’s 
leadership role in the discussion and improvement of safety in chemistry laboratories has 
been demonstrated repeatedly.  We continue to improve collaboration with other 
divisions and committees, and this has resulted in strong technical programs at the 
national meetings.  My thanks also go to those who took the time to organize or 
participate in technical symposia or workshops at ACS regional meetings. 
 
The Task Force for Safety Education Guidelines (TFSEG), sponsored by CCS, is 
working to improve safety education guidelines in academic institutions at all levels.  
This task force will provide a document of initial efforts to CCS at the Denver meeting.  
Thanks to TFSEG co-chairs Jack Breazeale and Kirk Hunter and the members of the task 
force for providing such useful information and suggestions for guidelines that are 
relevant to teachers and principal investigators. 
 
In our 2015 election, CHAS will elect several officers: Chair-Elect, Treasurer, and a 
Member-at-Large.  If you would like to be considered for one of these positions or if you 
want to nominate someone for a position, please let me know.  You can discuss potential 
nominees or position descriptions with any of the CHAS officers.   
 
On Tuesday, April 14, 2015, at 7:00 PM EDT, ACS Webinars will present a Small 
Chemical Business Event “Program in a Box.”  The title of the webinar is How to Create 
a Safety Culture While Growing Your Business.  Neal Langerman and I are participating 
in this webinar.  This is another way that CHAS is making a difference in the ACS 
appreciation of the important role of safety in the science of chemistry.  Other divisions 
that are partnering with CHAS in this program are the Division of Business Development 
& Management, the Division of Professional Relations, and the Division of Small 
Chemical Businesses.  
 
Three CHAS members were selected at ACS Fellows in 2014: Debbie Decker, Ralph 
Stuart, and Darlene Slattery.  Note that all three are serving on the CHAS Executive 
Committee or on CCS.   
 
Thanks for an active and productive 2014.  Keep up the good work and give Debbie the 
high level of support that you have provided in the past. 
 
 
Ken Fivizzani 
  
 


