
Attachment 1: Chair’s Report 
 
Welcome to San Francisco.  Welcome to any new Executive Committee (EC) 
members as well as any guests at our activities.  We have continued to make 
progress on several projects via our monthly phone conferences.  ACS 
President-Elect Diane Schmidt is planning a safety-related Presidential Event at 
the Denver National Meeting.  Nanotechnology: Delivering on the Promise will 
explore several topics in nanotechnology.  Larry Doemeny is a co-organizer for 
some of the technical sessions. 
 
CHAS members are involved in many significant activities this year.  Kim Jeskie 
led the team that established criteria for evaluating hazards in research 
laboratories.  Ralph Stuart is our representative on a joint project with the ACS 
Division of Chemical Information (CINF) that is trying to organize the best 
sources of chemical health and safety information in a way that facilitates use by 
both safety and information services professionals.  Both CHAS and CINF have 
applied for Innovative Program Grant financing for this work.  Jim Crandall has 
put together a CHAS/CCS Booth Business Plan which includes six handouts of 
CHAS summaries for various groups of chemists. 
 
ACS Divisions and Local Sections are often asked for nominations to specific 
committees or for awards.  The Committee on Science (ComSci) will elect two 
Division representatives for a 2015-17 term. This committee deals with policy 
formation, actions, and planning in several areas of ACS activity directly related 
to the science of chemistry.  There are currently 5 division representatives on 
ComSci, two from small or mid-size divisions (PROF and HIST).  Any CHAS EC 
nomination is due October 10, 2014.  The Kavli Foundation Emerging Leader in 
Chemistry Lecture is awarded to an outstanding chemical scientist who is less 
than 10 years past receipt of his/her PhD and is under 40 years of age.  
Nominations for this lecture award are due by September 15, 2014.  The 
Northeastern Local Section invites nominations for its Esselen Award for 
Chemistry in the Public Interest.  This award recognizes a chemist for 
outstanding achievement in scientific and technical work that contributes to the 
public well-being.  Nominations for the Esselen Award are due on October 15, 
2014.  Please let me know if you have any interest in any of these committees or 
awards. 
 
In addition to its normal activities at every national meeting, the Committee on 
Chemical Safety (CCS) has two special activities scheduled for later this fall.  In 
early October, there will be a strategic planning retreat.  In addition, CCS has 
formed the Task Force for Safety Education Guidelines (TFSEG).  This task force 
will have an initial meeting in Washington to embark on a project to develop 
guidelines for laboratory safety education in late October-early November.  
These guidelines would identify safety topics that should be taught and 
competencies that should be developed and tested at various levels throughout 
the educational process.  CCS is issuing its report Identifying and Evaluating 



Hazards in Research Laboratories at this meeting.  Bob Hill’s tenure as CCS 
Chair concludes at the end of 2014.  CHAS thanks Bob for his enthusiastic 
guidance of the committee during the past three years. 
 
CHAS has five technical sessions, five workshops, and five Sci-Mix posters at 
this meeting.  Once again, all of our sessions have cosponsoring groups, so our 
networking efforts are having a positive effect on programming.  Our CHAS 
Awards winners are acknowledged at the Sunday afternoon symposium.  The 
challenge of supporting and facilitating workers and students with disabilities is 
discussed on Monday afternoon.  Greening our laboratories and a retrospective 
of lab safety are the topics for the Tuesday symposia.  Plan to attend our social 
on Tuesday evening. 
 
Three CHAS members have been selected as ACS Fellows this year. Debbie 
Decker and Ralph Stuart were nominated by CHAS.  Darlene Slattery from the 
University of Central Florida, Florida Solar Energy Center (retired) was 
nominated by the Orlando Local Section.  Congratulations to the 2014 class of 
ACS Fellows. 
 
Thanks to everyone on the 2014 EC for their many contributions during the past 
year.  Thanks to Ralph Stuart for keeping accurate minutes of our EC meetings 
and phone conferences and also organizing and conducting our 2014 election. 
Thanks to Neal for keeping our financial transactions correct and appropriate. 
Thanks to Debbie Decker and Linda Stroud for their attention to details in 
organizing our Dallas and San Francisco programs.  We are all grateful to Harry 
Elston for his continuing dedication to our journal which provides much useful 
information to our members. The EC conference calls resulted in many 
informative and fruitful discussions; thanks to those who were able to participate.  
Thanks to everyone for a very good year.  We are being recognized as a major 
resource in chemical safety by ACS, the Chemical Safety Board, the National 
Research Council and others.  Please continue to support CHAS and Debbie in 
2015.  Stay safe out there! 
 
Ken Fivizzani 
   
    


